
 1 

A Call to Ordained Ministry  
The Old Colony Association 

United Church of Christ 
Amie K. McCarthy 
February 22, 2019 

 

10Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.11If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 

they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen 

-1 Peter 4:10-11 
My faith journey and discernment process has helped me to see that my call into ministry 

is not only a call to let go of the self-perceptions that limited me, but also to help others 

overcome the limitations they experience so they can be fully present to God’s calling in their 

lives. As a child, I grew up thinking that if you were not willing to be the loudest one in the room 

you were not heard. I learned to be the silent observer and to express myself creatively through 

mixed mediums like wood, clay and fabric. As a silent observer, I learned to see and experience 

God as a spiritual energy that is always in, among and through all of us. My faith taught me that 

God is always there even when the world seems dark and lonely. It is that strong faith in God 

that has sparked my call to pastoral ministry. 

With my faith firmly rooted in belief that God is an ever-flowing presence, my call into 

pastoral ministry has been more of a series of subtle nudges as opposed to a major revelation. As 

a teenager and a young adult, I was always the chaplain with my friends and co-workers. As the 

quiet observer, I was the person everyone turned to when life got hard or when a mediation 

needed to happen. 

With the birth of my daughter, the long hours and constant traveling that my job as a 

scenic carpenter required became impossible to maintain. As I searched for job opportunities that 

would allow me to work steady hours, I found out that my home church, Second Congregational 

Church, UCC in Attleboro, MA, was hiring a Director of Christian Education. Like many others 
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I know that at first deny their call, I found myself making excuses not to apply for the position. 

Eventually, I submitted my application, the church offered me the position and I accepted it.  

Almost immediately upon taking my job I felt called to be more than a Sunday school 

director within the church. As I sought out educational opportunities for my newfound career, I 

found myself being called to be more of a pastoral leader within the church. Although in the 

beginning, I never saw myself in the pulpit, I felt a very strong pull to explore spirituality, 

spiritual practices and ways of being a pastoral presence to young adults and families that are 

over-scheduled. 

Accepting my call and embracing the discernment process meant I had to identify limits I 

placed on myself if I was going to be fully present to my call.  As I recognized and let go of my 

self-imposed limitations, I have come to a deeper understanding of personal faith, of God 

moving in and through me, and of God's call for me. I have discovered that I am enough, and 

that God has called me, as I am, to be an Ordained Minister and Teacher in the United Church of 

Christ (U.C.C.). 

 As I embraced my call into pastoral ministry I recognized that as much as I would like to 

tackle all the world's problems, I cannot. I am only one person, called to use the gifts God has 

bestowed upon me to be a voice advocating for justice. I also recognize that in order to be 

successful in a congregation, and in the wider community, I am called to work in a covenantal 

relationship with the community. Just as I have been called by God to use my individual gifts to 

speak God's message in the community I am called to serve, the U.C.C. recognizes that each 

local church is called to use its gifts to work for justice. Each church responds uniquely to God’s 

call through the movement of the Holy Spirit according to the way they interpret Jesus’ teaching. 

Rooted in Jesus’ teaching, as disciples we are to discern the work that needs to be done in each 
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community while working toward a vision of justice for those oppressed or marginalized in the 

local, regional and world community. Without community the individuals struggle, but without 

the individuals the community would fail to exist. The covenantal vision of the UCC that 

understands if we collectively work as one, we can bring God’s message of peace, love and 

justice into fruition, affirms my drive to work in community. 

The Roots That Do Not Show 
The root of what I have come to understand as my incarnational theology began as a child 

trying to draw what I understood God to be. And years later my daughter talked about being with 

God before God sent her to me. Both of those experiences offered rich soil for my roots to take 

hold. Growing up in Sunday school, I remember being asked to draw pictures of God. While my 

classmates were frantically looking for the “flesh tone” colored crayon so they could draw their 

best rendition of a 70-year-old man with long, thick, luscious locks of gray hair, and an equally 

long, thick gray beard, with the body of a twenty-something bodybuilder, riding on a cloud 

holding his lightning bolt, I was the child sitting in the corner hoarding the entire box of 48 

brilliantly bright crayons. I used every single one of those 48 colors to create the best abstract 

image of God as spirit or energy flowing like a ribbon across time and space, interwoven through 

all of Creation. When it came time to share our drawings I never felt like I got it “right,” 

although I was sure I did what I was asked to do. 

Years later my daughter’s stories of her spiritual life before being sent to me by God 

became firm grounding for my roots to take hold. When my daughter was about two and half, 

maybe three, just old enough to start holding conversations, she said to me: “Mommy when I 

was with God and Jesus we would watch you. God would tell me that one day God would send 

me to you and you would teach me how to spread God’s love in the world.” She would continue 

to tell me stories about how she and God or she and Jesus, sometimes all three of them, would 
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watch me while I was doing ordinary everyday things - things that I remember doing but had 

never told her about. They were so ordinary I had no reason to tell her about them. 

My daughter has just turned ten and while her statements that begin, “Mommy, when I 

was with God…” have become few and far between she still makes them. And although her 

sentences never end the same way, the image is always the same: She was with God and Jesus 

watching over me. Whenever she makes that statement I am compelled to ask, “When you were 

with God what were you?” And she has always responded in the same way. “I was nothing that 

we have words for. I was not the wind blowing around or water rushing by, I was not a flower or 

a tree, I was not human or an animal. Neither was God or Jesus. We were just us watching over 

you.” I cannot prove or disprove my daughter’s statements. The fact that she has never once 

wavered on her image of God, Jesus and herself during that time simply affirms for me my 

understanding of God as an ever-present energy in our lives. 

In Three there is One 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 

blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 7 There are three that testify… 
-1 John 5:6-7  

The strength of a rope comes not from a single piece; but from multiple strands of fibers 

braided and interwoven together to act as one. So it is with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. The 

Gospel of John chapter 1 points toward trinitarian theology which tells us that God, Jesus, and 

the Holy Spirit were together in the beginning. Just as God sent Jesus to reconcile us with God, 

at Jesus’ ascension Jesus asked God to send the Holy Spirit to remind humanity that it is 

continually connected with God and Jesus. The Holy Spirit was bestowed upon the early 

Christian community as a gift from God. This broke the boundaries of language, and guided 

humanity toward their calling in God’s New Kingdom (Acts 2:1-13). The Trinity is interwoven 

to act as one moral compass guiding humanity to continue to build God’s New Kingdom by 

acting out love, compassion and acceptance for all of God’s creation. 
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The Great “I AM” 
14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” 

-Exodus 3:14  
My understanding of God has always been very difficult to articulate because, as Thomas 

Aquinas wrote in the Summa Theologica, “…what [a word] signifies in God is not confined by 

the meaning of our word but goes beyond it.”1 From a very young age the only way I could 

describe God was as a spiritual energy that flowed through and among all creation. God has 

been, for me, an indescribable energy that is the source of love, a love that is all-inclusive of 

everyone and everything.  

While in seminary I found myself drawn to the works of mystic theologian Catherine Keller. 

In her book, On the Mystery: Discerning Divinity in Progress, Keller discusses our Network of 

Mutuality.2 Keller uses Martin Luther King Jr.’s presumption that “all life is interrelated”3 to 

frame her understanding that we are all connected directly or indirectly to each other, to creation 

and to God through what she calls “Com/Passion in Progress”. According to Keller, 

Com/Passion in progress is the understanding that we are all interlocked into a web of 

connectivity in which compassion and understanding is rooted in our ability to pass and connect 

to the energy between ourselves and others. We move each other toward a connection with God 

and each other that is bound by love.4 For me, God is the invisible, interwoven strand of spiritual 

energy that ties each and everyone of us together.  

The Word Became Flesh 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 

John 1:14-15 
Incarnation 

                                                        
1 Peter Crafts Hodgson, and Robert Harlen King, Readings in Christian Theology. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1985, 70. 
2 Keller, Catherine. On the Mystery Discerning Divinity in Process (ACLS Humanities E-Book. Minneapolis: 
Fortress Press, 2008) 115. 
3 Ibid. 115. 
4 Ibid. 111-13.  
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Much like theologian Patrick Cheng, I understand that Jesus is the incarnate Word of 

God, sent by God to break down the barriers that were created by human free will. God loved 

humanity so much that God sent his only son to be the example of how to break down these 

barriors that not only separate humanity from God but also create judgement and strife that 

separate each of us from the other. Jesus’ life is an example of how to live and interact with the 

world and in ways that brings each member of creation into the fullness of their own potential.  

Throughout his life Jesus sought to challenge and change the relationship between 

humanity and God. Jesus embodied what it meant to cross cultural, ethnic, and religious 

boundaries to demonstrate God’s full vision of a harmonious creation. Jesus ate with tax 

collectors, prostitutes, and sinners (Mark 2:13-17). He dared to touch the “unclean” people like 

the lepers (Mathew 8:1-4). He spoke with those deemed as outcasts by society (John 4:4-42). 

Jesus pushed the boundaries and flipped the tables on what was seen as clean and unclean, holy 

and profane, saints and sinners, and he was not afraid to challenge the religious and political 

authorities of his time.5  

Where I differ from Cheng’s understanding of Jesus is that Cheng understands Jesus to be 

the embodiment of God and as such makes God human. In my understanding of Jesus, Jesus is 

the incarnation of God’s full vision of humanity reaching to eliminate the barriers that divide 

instead of unite humanity and all of God’s creation. 

Crucifixion and Resurrection  
As the incarnation of the Word, Jesus was sent to challenge and break the boundaries that 

divided and separated humanity from God, creation and each other. Because of our human free 

will it took the act of Crucifixion for humanity to understand and accept what Jesus was 

proclaiming. Much like Immanuel Kant and the Moral Influence Theologians that came before 

                                                        
5 Patrick S. Cheng, Radical Love: An Introduction to Queer Theology. New York: Seabury Books, 2011. 
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and after him, I believe that Jesus challenged the moral compass of his time. And in order to 

show humanity the full impact of the barriers that had been constructed, Jesus allowed himself to 

be crucified as an innocent man. Through his death and resurrection Jesus not only demonstrated 

that throughout our lives we can work to break down the human barriers that separate humanity 

from God, but also that the barrier between God and humanity is broken once again in our death 

and the resurrection of our spiritual selves in the eternal life.   

Atonement, Salvation and Redemption 
 Just as Catherine Keller writes, “Redemption-or salvation, or atonement-is a process that 

infinitely exceeds human capacities…we take part in redemption; we participate in the new 

creation…”6 It is my perspective that atonement, salvation and redemption are all one process in 

which individuals as well as all humanity are participating in the continual breakdown of 

humanly constructed barriers that impede God’s New Kingdom from coming into its fullness 

here in the physical realm. Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection was our wakeup call to open our 

eyes to the true consequences of humanity’s immoral acts. Salvation and redemption are granted 

when we recognize our moral failings and join the process of breaking down the barriers those 

immoral failings caused.  

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

John 14:15-17 

Biblical scholar and theologian Walter Winks believes that the Holy Spirit is like a 

Church Angel ever present in the life and body of the church, helping to orient the community 

and individuals toward its mission call by God.7 The Holy Spirit is the third strand of a tightly 

                                                        
6 Keller, On the Mystery, 147. 
7 Walter Wink. Unmasking the Powers: The Invisible Forces That Determine Human Existence (Wink, Walter. 
Powers; v. 2. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986) 69-86. 
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braided rope. It was promised to all those who believed in and loved Jesus, by Jesus Christ 

before his crucifixion (John 14:15-17). On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit, which John calls 

“Comforter” and Winks calls “Church Angel,” was bestowed upon the early Christian 

community, enabling the barriers of language, race, and ethnicity to be broken, and to guide 

humanity toward its calling in God’s New Kingdom (Acts 2:1-13). 

 Just as it is given to us as individuals to orient our unique vocational calls, the Holy Spirit 

has also been given to the Christian community that makes up the church as a way of keeping the 

community oriented to the missional calling God has ordained for it. It is the Holy Spirit that 

becomes the central pulse that drives not only us as individuals toward our vocational call, but 

also leads churches and local, national and world communities. God is creator and commissioner, 

Jesus is teacher and redeemer. The Holy Spirit is the glue that binds us to the teachings of Christ 

and the spiritual commissioning of God. It is the Holy Spirit that works both personally and 

communally to remind us of God’s message and vision for all of creation and our vocational call 

within it.  

Creation and Providence; Judgment and Grace 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and darkness covered 

the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Genesis 1:1-2 

Catherine Keller quotes John Gribbin in saying “A planet like Earth is bathed in the flow of 

energy from a star, which makes the whole surface of the planet an open, dissipative system. All 

life on the surface of the Earth makes use of this energy to maintain itself far from equilibrium, 

on the edge of chaos.”8 Much like the “Earth is bathed in the flow of energy from a star,”9 I 

believe that all creation is bathed in God as an energy flowing through all of its parts. But 

creation itself rides on the edge of chaos because it has been ordered both by the infusion of 

                                                        
8 Keller, On the Mystery, 51. 
9 Ibid. 51. 
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God’s energy and chaos. Creation exists on a balance scale which to maintain itself needs to be 

heavily weighted toward God’s energy. Humanity’s providence is the curation of creation, but in 

our own sinfulness we have dominated creation rather than been stewards of it.  

Judgement and Grace 
15But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Psalm 86:15 
As human beings we are created in the image of God. Our connection with God lies 

within our pull through the Holy Spirit to connect with our own missional calling as well as with 

our community and fellow humans. Jesus Christ guides us through our actions into relationship 

with God and the world around us. Judgement is our own perception of our actions. God’s 

judgement on us is that of a loving guide who is constantly standing by to warmly welcome us 

back into relationship as God stands in waiting (Psalm 86:15). It is our judgement of ourselves 

that creates the gap between God and ourselves. 

God’s grace is granted to each of us through our recognition that we are connected to 

God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and each other through the energy and spirit that is God. Although 

God grants us grace even when we cannot perceive it, we cannot recognize it until we are ready 

to accept it. Once we recognize that we are interwoven into all of Creation and accept the gift of 

God’s presence in our lives, grace, redemption, and forgiveness are limitless in our lives. 

Revelation and Scripture 
18 Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” 19And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, 

and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The LORD’ and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. 

-Exodus 33:18-19  
As God reveals Godself to us, and works through us, our communities and the world, the 

Bible becomes our source of reference to decipher God’s working versus our own working. 

While scripture gives us insight into ways God’s work has been revealed in the ancient world, 

we must see these teachings with a lens that is relevant and encompassing of our context and 

culture today. While God’s vision for us as humans may not change over time, the context in 
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which we are working has changed. It is important to know how God, in the past, has revealed 

Godself in scripture so that we may use scripture in conjunction with our own experience to 

interpret God’s actions and calling for us in our current time and space.  

Humanity and Eternal Life 
As human beings are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), it is my understanding 

that human beings are a spiritual entity created in the image of God before our physically 

embodied life. Just as the Word dwelt in Jesus Christ as flesh, our spiritual beings are made flesh 

at the time that our gifts are needed in the world (John 1). At the time of physical death our 

physical selves are absorbed back into the physical creation and our spiritual selves are reunited 

with God. As a spiritual entity, we are graced with an existence without boundaries. There is no 

flesh to make us distinct or different, we are free to enjoy a love that is all encompassing and a 

Sabbath rest that enables us to connect as interwoven entities.  

 As spiritual entities, we are invited, with God, to step back from creation to watch its 

intricacies at work. We connect intimately with creation to witness God’s workings in the 

struggles of physical life while joining the great cloud of witnesses waiting to welcome all those 

who will come after us back into the eternal life with God. 

 Origen argues in The Consummation of all Things that human beings were graced with 

God’s image at the consummation.10 And although human beings were given God’s likeness in 

the beginning. it is not until death and through the triumphs of their work that humans can obtain 

this “perfect image”.11 I believe that we are graced with God’s likeness before we begin our 

physical lives. As spiritual entities before we take human form, God bestows upon us God’s 

likeness and our individual call. It is through our works in physical form that we begin to 

                                                        
10 Hodgson, and King, Readings in Christian Theology, 326. 
11 Ibid. 326. 
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recognize our full potential and God’s image within us. It is only in the death of our physical 

form that we can fully understand and see God working in everyone and everything. 

Sin, Evil, Repentance, Forgiveness 
As I understand humanity to be interwoven with God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, I 

also understand sin to be the actions of human beings that create a barrier between themselves 

and God, themselves and other human beings, and/or themselves, God and other human beings. 

These barriers that sin creates are what cloud our ablility to experience our connection with God. 

The greater the barrier gets, the harder it becomes for us to feel that connection and the more 

likely we are to judge ourselves harshly. The more we judge ourselves the more open to 

disconnect and sin we become. The further the wedge is driven in, the wider the gap grows that 

separates us from God’s presence and sin begins to look like evil emerging within us. Evil is an 

extreme disconnect from God’s movement in, through and among all of us. 

Jesus’ teachings tell us that we are enough. Exactly who we are is enough for God. 

Sometimes we lose sight of our connection, but when we do, the Holy Spirit brings us back to 

God. In his death and resurrection Jesus affirms that our connection with God is never broken. 

Grace, forgiveness, redemption and reconciliation are always at our fingertips; we just have to be 

willing to accept it.  

Love and Suffering 
While love and suffering are in essence two separate doctrines, they are equally connected to 

each other. God, being the source of love, orients us as human beings to love everything that God 

has created and called good. But our free-will allows us to reject that love. It is that rejection that 

causes us suffering. While suffering is our own choice, it is that suffering that reorients us toward 

the love that God has bestowed on us. Rob Bell points out in his book, Love Wins: A Book About 

Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived, that throughout our lives we live 
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out cycles of connectedness toward love and disconnectedness that causes suffering.12 When we 

orient ourselves toward a love that includes a love for all creation, including ourselves, we are 

open to and demonstrate the love that God intends for us. But when we reject that love and turn 

inward, becoming self-seeking, we become disconnected and suffer. We as humans can choose 

to live our entire lives in one state or the other, love or suffering, but it is more likely that we live 

in cycles. And it is in Jesus’ teaching that we learn how to live and orient ourselves in love that 

will in turn help us overcome our suffering. 

A Spirit Renewed 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, 

    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
-Psalm 19:14 

Spiritual Practices and Daily Worship  
To be intertwined and interwoven as spiritual energy not only with the trinity but also 

with a community that is larger than we can imagine means that we need to find ways to 

acknowledge that connection. Developing spiritual practices, and worshiping are ways of 

connecting, reconnecting, and affirming our interconnectivity in that communal network. 

Because God is touching our lives as an ever-present spiritual energy in everything we do, 

prayer, worship and acknowledgement of the sacraments can be incorporated. 

For each of us, prayer and spiritual practices look different. For some it is silent 

meditation, for others it’s a walk in the woods. Prayer, spiritual practices and self-care can be as 

simple as a verbal prayer of thanks and forgiveness, or as complex as songs written and sung 

from the heart. For myself, daily prayer takes the form of reflection, acknowledgement, and 

thanks for all that I am releasing to God, for all that I have received from God; and for God’s 

steadfast love and presence in my life. My spiritual practices and self-care included challenging 

myself physically and mentally in the gym, as well as the healing touch of massage therapy. It is 

                                                        
12 Rob Bell, Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived (First ed. New 
York, NY: Harper One, 2011) 137. 
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through prayer and my spiritual practices that I recognize the barriers of sin and evil forming, 

and I am able to deconstruct them allowing God’s presence to be the driving force in my life.  

God’s healing touch and presence is with each of us every day. To worship daily is be 

present to God’s movements; to listen, be heard, and open our eyes in acknowledgement of how 

God is moving and calling us to be in those moments. To worship as a community is not only to 

be present to God’s movements within the community, but also to be present to the healing that 

can come in communion with others. When we recognize that there are moments in our daily 

lives in which we can worship we are acknowledging the ever-present healing touch that God is 

in our lives. 

Baptism and the Lords Supper 
The act of baptism with water in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit by a 

community is a recognition and affirmation that each individual is connected not only to God but 

also to the community through the spirit of God that is unmistakably flowing through us, in us 

and among us at all times. In using water to symbolize our interconnectivity we are able to affirm 

those connections in our daily lives, each time we wash our hands, drink a glass of water, or as 

the rain pours down on our heads. 

By partaking in the Lord's Supper we once again remind ourselves of both our individual 

connection as well as our communal connection with God’s spirit and energy as it moves in our 

lives. As Jesus has taught us, there are no barriers, and no one is excluded. While I do not 

proclaim to know what happens within the waters of Baptism or the elements presented in 

communion as we bless and ask God’s presence within them, I do know that a miracle occurs, 

something I can never explain. But what I am sure of is that the connection between the Trinity 

and every member of the community becomes evident in the eyes, actions, and feelings of all 

that are present.  
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The call to humble ourselves, to serve and share with each other simple elements, is a call 

to look into each other’s eyes, and to recognize the Trinity present in each other. It is through the 

sacraments, baptism and the Lord's Supper, that we affirm and recognize that we are all one, 

connected by the spirit of God in a way that is larger and stronger than anything we can imagine. 

The Church and its Call 
“The church [is] a new community that dissolved traditional boundaries that kept people apart such as biological 
relationships, social class, and physical attributes.”13 

-Patrick Cheng  

In God’s New Kingdom the Church is called to be the source of strength and guidance as 

humanity deciphers how to interpret and experience God. As a community we are called to go 

beyond our four walls in order to meet people where they are as we work toward peace and 

justice for all of God's children. In order to do this on a local level, the community that makes up 

the church must be willing to work outside the church walls in order to experience and 

understand the true needs of the community it is ministering to.  

In his recently published book, Finding Faith Today, Bryan Stone writes that  most 

people making a new Christian faith commitment have always thought of themselves as 

Christians.14 And that, of those who have always identified themselves as Christians, their faith 

commitments came as a gradual realization over time.15 Equipped with this knowledge, our first 

call as a church community is to step outside of our building to meet people exactly where they 

are physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

On a national and global level, the Church is continually called to witness and advocate 

for a moral and ethical way of life that allows all of God’s creatures to reach their full potential 

without oppression or fear of persecution. But we cannot do this alone. The church body needs to 

                                                        
13 Cheng, Radical Love, 106. 
14 Stone, Bryan P. FINDING FAITH TODAY. Eugene, Oregon: Cascade Books, 2018, 12. 
15 Ibid. 15. 
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work collectively with those of other faith backgrounds to develop one vision for a peaceful 

world. In a world where division and difference are the main focus, the church, as the UCC 

recognizes, is called to follow Jesus Christ’s teaching to work not just individually but as one in 

community with each other: Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, etc., to bring about our 

common message of peace, love, and justice to all of humanity. 

The nature of the Church in the U.C.C. 
The core value that drives my call to ministry is my belief that all humans are created in the 

image of God and as such all humans are created equal, no matter their gender identity, sexual 

orientation, physical abilities, economic status, marital status, race or age. I believe that Jesus 

Christ, the son of God, was sent to teach us how to live into God’s New Kingdom here and now. 

When we ground ourselves in the still speaking voice of God, through biblical teachings, the 

teachings and example set by Jesus Christ and our own connection to God moving within and 

around us, we can continue the work of Jesus Christ. Christ calls us to live in covenant with one 

another to create a world where no one person can hold dominion over any of God’s creation. 

The world we are called to create is one of opportunity, where the talents necessary to do the 

work are spread among all people and each person has equal opportunity to contribute. I believe 

that we are called to seek ways to create the opportunity for everyone to live to their full 

potential, as given to us by God and demonstrated to us by Jesus Christ. 

Through its mission statement, United in Spirit and inspired by God's grace, we welcome all, 

love all, and seek justice for all,16 the U.C.C declares these same values to be at the core of its 

work as a mainline Christian denomination. What makes the U.C.C. unique in its nature and 

understanding of God’s call and Christ’s teachings, is that it sees itself as one church living in 

covenant not only with the local churches that make up its body and with partner denominations 
                                                        
16  “The United Church of Christ.” Mission Statement http://www.ucc.org/beliefs_statement-of-mission (accessed on 

February 22, 2019). 
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around the world, but also is always willing to recognize and be in conversational covenant with 

those of other faith backgrounds. Much like Jesus who met the woman at the well, or healed a 

blind man he met on the road, the U.C.C. seeks to step beyond its building and meet people 

exactly where they are. The U.C.C. works to break down the barriers of division and oppression 

in order that all human being can reach their fullest potential. It is this nature, the nature of love, 

compassion and the recognition that all are equal, that calls me to ministry in the U.C.C.  

The Ministry 
22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I 

might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.  
-1 Corinthians 9:22-23 

Just as I see the U.C.C. and the local church being called into conventual relationship not 

only with its members but also with those outside the church structure, I also see ordained 

ministry as a call to meet people where they are on their life and spiritual journey. As I argued in 

a recent paper I wrote entitled, A Community Living With Difference in Solidarity Or A 

Community Embracing The Difference Through Solidarity?, in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 Paul was 

not asking the early Christ-followers to isolate themselves and never engage in the larger society. 

What he was asking them to do was to go out and engage with the wider society, answer their 

questions, share their faith, and do it in a way that saw the fullness of the others’ humanity.17 

While Paul was speaking directly to the Christ-followers in Corinth at the time, this passage 

holds true for all Christians today. As Ministers, ordained, lay leaders, or parishioners, our first 

call by God is to be out in the streets engaged in conversation, and sharing our faith, when and 

where someone is ready to receive it. 

As an ordained Minister in the U.C.C., my second call based on my experience in various 

congregational settings is to help each person recognize that they are gifted with talents and 

                                                        
17 McCarthy, Amie K. A Community Living with Difference In Solidarity Or A Community Embracing the 
Difference Through Solidarity? (Boston University School of theology, TN826: Fall 2018 Corinthian 
Correspondence, Final Paper) 12. 
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treasures that make them uniquely suited for various ministries within the community. Those 

gifts could be a closeted talent for music that simply needed an in-tune piano and an empty 

sanctuary to come back to life or a silenced life-long passion to walk with children and youth as 

they toddle their way through the beginning stages of their faith formation. Affirming that one 

person’s thrill found in crunching numbers is as exciting a gift as someone else's knack for 

poetry. Ordained ministry is not only leading the community in doing the missional work the 

community is called to do, but it is also recognizing, affirming, and lifting up the call of others in 

the community. Ordained ministry calls us to offer the sacraments, interpret scripture, teach the 

gospel in today’s context and recognize and affirm the gifts of ministry of the lay leaders in our 

community. 

I Am Enough 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
-Jeremiah 1:5 

My discernment process has been a process of owning the fact that God has called me to 

use my voice as an Ordained Minister in the U.C.C. and that I am enough exactly as I am. And 

coming to that realization has been my biggest struggle with God. How could the girl who 

learned at a young age that if you’re not the loudest voice in the group you should be silent, be 

called to preach? On the flip side of that, it has been that struggle that has been my greatest joy in 

my relationship with God. When I recognized the gifts that God has given me, and that those 

gifts are tools that God is calling me to use, I understood that the silent child has been given a 

voice to preach to those who, like me, wonder what gifts God has given them. As a fully creative 

individual, I have been called to inspire and teach not just one person but entire congregations to 

embrace their gifts and their calls to work in connection with God to build God's New Kingdom 

on earth.  
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         Throughout my clinical pastoral education (CPE) at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, I 

was blessed to be called upon numerous times to offer pastoral care for patients and families in a 

variety of situations. One in particular stands out to me a moment where my ablility to meet 

people where they were shined through. I met the husband of a woman whose treatment had 

been reduced to comfort care only. He and his family were having trouble praying while in the 

hospital. He was quick to affirm that they had tried many times but had not been able to. I asked 

him about their family’s inclination to express themselves through music. I watched the patient’s 

husband’s eyes light up. He and his wife had met in a Jazz club where he performed and 

throughout their life together jazz music and dancing had been how they expressed themselves to 

one another. For the time in a long time they and their two sons had listened to jazz music and 

danced together that morning. He felt connected to his wife, his family, and with God in ways he 

had not experienced in a long time. 

         I asked if he or his family had ever participated in a form of vocal prayer known as 

intoning prayer, a way of praying that helps us express the emotions and words of our heart and 

mind through vocalizations. With a quick centering meditation, I led the family in an intoning 

prayer that lasted 30 minutes during which we never broke from the center of focus, a prayer that 

the patient would be welcomed as a beloved child of God into the eternal life without suffering. 

         As the prayer grew, the sound in the room grew, and we could feel the energy of God 

coming up through the floor, filling each of us from our feet to our heads. As the energy in the 

room grew the patient found the strength to join in. When the visit came to a close the family 

thanked me for finally giving them a way to pray with their wife and mother in way that was 

meaningful to them. They felt they had finally been able to express through melody what they 

had been unable to express in spoken word. What this visit taught me was not to question my 
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creative approach to experiencing God’s energy. I learned not to be afraid to empower others to 

use or experience God’s energy creatively. This experience affirmed that who I am was enough 

because I wasn’t trying to be more than I was.  

 One of my assignments at Brigham and Women’s Hospital was the burn and trauma 

intensive care unit. One of the patients was a 21-year-old man who had sustained a traumatic 

brain injury in a car accident. This patient would never recover from his injury and I was called 

by the nursing staff on the floor to be part of the family meeting in which they would let the 

young man’s mother know his prognosis and discuss the option and process of organ donation.  

 I introduced myself and let her know I would be sitting in on her family meeting, and 

would be available to her after the meeting if she wished. I discovered that this single mom had 

raised her son alone since the day he was born. Mom had fought every day for 21 years to keep a 

roof over their heads, food on the table, and to give her son everything he needed to reach his full 

potential. And at 21 years old this young man had become the kind, caring, and compassionate 

man that loved to give back by volunteering his time to teach children at the local Boys and Girls 

Club how to film and edit short films. She knew in her heart before we went into the meeting that 

her son could not survive his injuries, and she was at peace with that as long as her son could 

have his last wish; in the event of his death it was his deepest desire to give life to as many 

people as he could by donating his organs.  

 I left the hospital that night thanking God for bestowing upon this mother the clarity to 

see that even in his death her son would have wanted to give to others what he could not have, 

and for medical advances that would make a man‘s dying wish come true. Upon entering the 

hospital the next day I was greeted with an immediate page up to the young man‘s room. As I 

arrived on the floor I was greeted by his aunt, who informed me that there had been a court 
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injunction filed by the district attorney in the town the young man‘s accident had happened, 

stopping the donation of his organs and insisting on a full autopsy. I was warned that the mom 

would not want a hug that day. 

 As I entered the room mom immediately looked up and said please do not ask if you can 

hug me, I just want to be angry. Mom had a meeting with the district attorney and the judge in a 

couple of hours and she just wanted the space to be angry. As mom talked about her anger, all I 

could do was tell her that she was right to be angry and that she had a right to fight this one last 

time to make her son’s wish come true. I wanted to fight along side her. As a single mom, I 

know the drive she felt to fight for her child, but there was nothing more I could do. I could only 

listen and allow her the space to be angry.  

 The next day was my last day of CPE. I arrived at the hospital still shaken from the 

events the day before. As I checked my email for the very last time, I was greeted with the good 

news that mom had fought and won, the court injunction was overturned and the young man was 

able to donate all of his organs except his brain. What this case taught me was that while I can 

not always fix things, sometimes God puts me in places where I am just the listener. I was not 

called to fight this mother’s fight for her; I was called to bear witness to her fight. I have learned 

many things about myself, about ministry, and about people while assigned to that unit, but this 

case taught me that simply being a safe space where a mom can be angry is better than fixing 

what is broken for her. 

This Is Me 
         My call into ministry began with the recognition that it was my own self judgement that 

was keeping me from connecting to what God was calling me to be, an ordained minister to a 

congregation in the U.C.C. I had to acknowledge that although I may not be the loudest voice in 

the room, my voice is still valuable. Once I found my voice I had to learn to integrate my 
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creativeness into that voice, in order to recognize myself as fully me. And lastly I had to own the 

fact that who I am is enough to achieve what God is calling me to be! 

         My journey has been one of recognition of my struggle and of counting my blessings. I 

have had to let go of the self-perceptions that limited me, and stay rooted in God’s energy and 

spirit that called me to challenge myself. As difficult as the journey into pastoral ministry has 

been, the blessings of connection, community and grace have outweighed the struggle by far. In 

recognizing the struggle, I have recognized that my call to pastoral ministry is rooted in a call to 

help people of all ages strengthen their connections with God, discern their call, and explore 

ways of growing community within God’s call to the  larger group. The U.C.C. is my home, and 

the U.C.C. is where I am called to serve a congregation as an ordained minister. 
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